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DRURY LANE. 


Monday.— Gustavus, and Peri. 

Tuesday.—No performance. 

Wednesday.—Favorite, and My Wife's 
Come. 

Thursday.—Clara, Peri, and Fortunio. 

Friday.—Favorite, and Peri. 

Saturday.— do’ do. 


Our predictions on the success of 
this national establishment are being 
fulfilled. The whole town flocks to 
witness the most enchanting and 
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magnificent ballet that has ever been | 
put upon the English stage, and | 


when once the operatic resources of 
the theatre are brought into full play, 
the audiences will come early and fill 
the theatre :at- half price. We are 
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to the audience. 

The management have thought 
proper to revive Clari, and to our 
great astonishment, with much suc- 
cess, This success is doubtless at- 
tributable to the feeling and deep pa- 
thos evinced by Miss Rainforth in 
Clari, whose song of “‘ Home, sweet 
Home” still rings in our ears, Coo- 
per performs Rolamo_ beautifully. 
Miss Charles and Hudson contribute 
greatly to the hilarity of their comedy 
parts. The drama, however, is not 
one of our liking; it is too maudlin 
in its sentiment for the present day. 
Fortunio, also, that favorite hero of 
last season with its vollies of puns, 


| its practical jokes, and its ‘telling 


sorry that Herr Brandt, the German | 


tenor singer, of whose voice and style 
report speaks highly, should from an 
incapacity of singing our language 
correctly, not yet be able to appear, 
but we still indulge in a hope that 
before many weeks have elapsed, he 


will have been enabled to master | 
these difficulties, and make his bow | 


points, has been reviyed ;. but must 
we confess it? it is a little sharn of 
its original fun. We miss sadly Miss 
Horton as the dashing representative 
of Fortune’s favors-—although Miss 
Charles deserves every credit for her 
impersonation ; and Mrs. C. Jones, 
the richly comic, mirth-exciting. Mrs. 
Jones is substituted, and avery sorry 
substitute, by Mrs. Tayleure. Mr. 
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Hudson, whose capital spirits seem 
to be communicated to the audience 


wherever he appears, performs his | 


part with the same animation that 
distinguished his first performance. 
The ballet, as we have stated be- 
fore, increases nightly in attraction. 
It is the subject of conversation in 
the fashionable circles, and the pri- 
vate boxes are filled with a galaxy of 
beauty and fashion. Carlotta Grisi 
is the star of the theatrical hemi- 
sphere. She is the “ geni” who at- 
tracts all admirers of brilliant danc- 
ing, and she darts her rays beamin 
with radiant happiness on all around. 
We ought not to overlook the minor 
stars, which shine with uncommon 
brilliancy at Drury Lane. The four 
coryphées for instance, who sur- 
round the Peri are beautiful dancers, 
each having a style peculiarly her 
own, and the more admirable by 
the great variety displayed. In fact, 
Carlotta Grisi and her four assistants 
wy be justly compared to Jupiter 
and his four satellites, about which 
so much has been said and written. 
Me their glories never be eclipsed, 
ad may we ever witness their spark- 
ling eyes through our opera-glass. 





COVENT GARDEN. 


Monday.—London Assurance, My Wife’s 
Out, and Robert Macaire. 
Tuesday. —Rivals, and do. 
Wednesday.—No Performance. 
Thursday.—H ite, Slight Mistake, 
and a chiad hor a Oliver 
ic ea for Scandal, and The 
Milter and his Men. 
.—No Performance. 


Ong season has already closed, and 
another has commenced at this estab- 
lishment, since the issue of our last 
number. The cause of this extraor- 
diary movement,—the duration of 
the first. season having been only 
eleven days, may be comprehensively 
stated, Mr. Wallack had collected 
an expensive company for the illus- 
tration of the legitimate drama, with 
@ View not only to the revival of the 
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Shakspearian plays, but to give due 
effect also to such productions of the 
present day as may have been deemed 
worthy of an ordeal in a national 
theatre - Unfortunately, however, 
the company could not boast an ac- 
knowledged leading tragedian—that 
is, an actor to whom the dramatic 
world has awarded the palm of de- 
cided superiority ; while it comprised 
three men, all of eminent, and per- 
haps of nearly equal ability, to each 
of whom the lead was undoubtedly 
an object of ambition. A natural 
jealousy,—though we believe not 
openly expressed—was the conse- 
uence of this unlucky position ; and 
though steps were taken to obviate it 
by casting a principal character for 
each, or alternating the characters, 
in the most popular of en tis 
tragedies; yet when two new dramas 
an a revival were announced in the 
green-room, (in each of which the 
main strength of the company was 
desirable) the apple of discord be- 
came painfully prominent, and — 
were refused in turn by each of the 
soi-disant “ great guns,” on the 
ground that they were not good 
enough for their respective standings. 
The management by this line of pro- 
ceeding was brought into a most di- 
fficult position, indeed to a stand- 
still; for plays which had been ac- 
cepted could not be produced ; and 
as by the receipts it appeared either 
that the public were not yet disposed 
to encourage the legitimate drama 
under the new lessee; or the great 
soi-disant stars had but little attrac- 
tive power. Mr. Wallack was left 
to one of two courses ; ‘Viz. pts | 
to close the doors and put up’ 


present losses, or to shelve the dis- — 


putants and test the public inelina- 
tion for performances of a Tess efé- 
vated character. He has chosen the 
latter; he terminated the season on 
the 13th, sending the tragic suenee 
to the “ right about,” and opened a 
new season on the 16th, retaining the 


comedy corps, and announcing ‘thie , 


engagement of a gymnasti¢ troop 6f 
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foreign children to diversify the cha- 
racter of the amusements. 


The change, we regret to say, is a | 


sorry one—at least, so we anticipate. 
To lose Phelps, Anderson, Vanden- 
hoff, and Mrs. Warner* “ at one fell 
swoop” (Miss Vandenhoff also goes, 
but we cannot deem that a great loss) 
is a serious consideration; yet we 
cannot blame the management. The 
imputation, if any, must fall upon 
the actors, who are too prone, ili 
they have an opportunity, to follow 
the example of the Italian Opera up- 
starts, and drive their employers into 
all sorts of difficulties to satisfy their 
petty feelings of jealousy, vanity and 
spite. We wish Mr. Wallack well 
over his difficulties ; we cannot con- 
scientiously compliment him upon 
the new arrangements, but we trust 
he will be supported, so that he may 
after a short period, be yet enabled 
to carry out the praiseworthy views 
he entertained when he commenced 
his managerial campaign. 

The new season commenced on 
Monday with London Assurance, 
only two members of the brilliant 
cast which it originally succeeded 
with being engaged, viz. Mrs. Nis- 
bett and Mr. ‘Raley. It would be 
idle to suppose that a comparison can 
be instituted between the play as now 
and as originally performed existing, 
as there must be a vivid recollection 
of Farren, Harley, Charles Mathews 
and Madame Vestris; yet it is at pre- 
sent fairly put upon the stage, and 





.* Mrs. Warner and Mr. Phelps 
have.addressed letters to the morning 





papers, im reply to the remarks that 
sppesred, respecting this , conduct. 


Wages eniet that she refused 
any part,. thovals 


mits that she 


-wasdispleased with the character as- 


signed to her in a drama by Kenny, 
while Phelps throws the responsibi- 
lity of the break-up upon the mana- 
ger, alledging that Mr, Wallack com- 
menced without properly maturing 
his plans, and that it was impossible 

o proceed under the system adopted. 
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Mr. Lambert as the substitute of Mr 
Bartley was all that could be desired’ 
His improvement is very evident, and 
we fancy that he will be a standard 
for the national boards. 


Princess’s.—The theatre has pro- 
gressed favourably hitherto, an au- 
gur that, with judicious and liberal 
management, there is no fear of the 
theatre being a losing speculation on 
account of locality. Lucia de Lam- 
mermuir and Geraldine have been 
the most favourable operas during 
the past week; but not less attrac- 
tive has been the petite drama of the 
Old Guard, by Bourcicault, in 
which Morris Barnet, as the old 
French soldier, improves upon his 
former efforts as Jacques, We may 
safely affirm that no actor in the same 
line could produce so thrilling an 
effect; it is the Frenchman to the 
life, and the old military enthusiast 
in his most affecting and sensitive 
character. Eugenie Prosper, who'sd 
delightfully plays the part of the old 
guard’s supposed daughter, must be 
perfectly electrified at his verisimili- 
tude to her native country’s old 
fellows of Le Petite Corporal—those 
who were the first to cry “ Vive 
1'Empereur.” : 

Ape.Put.—What is the Adelphi a- 
bout? withdrawing the victoriés of 
Antony and the witcheries of Cleo- 
patra when the whole town was con- 
quered vi et armis by the united ef- 
forts of the Roman and Egyptian 
hero and heroine, This is indeed 
bad policy; we should have run 
through (not mortally, of course,) 


Antony and Cleopatra till the end 
‘of the month, and’ let them’ stick, 
hot on the sword, but on the bills. 


Winter fogs’ are Coming on; fow'is 


the time for blue devils—they should 


bedriven away; we want'to laugh, 
and Antony and Cleopatra ‘excited 
laughter. Pray restore us our favor- 
ites, and we shall again be satisfied ; 
if “ Wright” is not in’ the'piece, is 
it not w that all is “ eg?” 
and the rol) of the drum “hedrd ‘for 
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the first time on Monday night would 
have been all Wright; but the author 
thought otherwise, and we can as- 
Lae bins that he is in the wrong. The 
Roll of the Drum is an exceedingly 
interesting drama of the Lady of 
Lyons’ school, and has been much 


should say it is of French origin, 
and deals in the singular mutations 
of position between the male and fe- 
male leading characters. The hero 
is an honourable and virtuous per- 
son and carries the sympathies of 
the audience all through the piece. 


_— during the week. We | 


| stage 
| whois a very fortunate writer. 
At its commencement the French ar- | 


my is encamped on the banks of the | 


Rhine, and Emilie, Countess de 
Renville is disguised as a suttler a- 
mongst them with the view of fur- 
thering the escape of her. brother, 
who is one of the proscribed nobili- 
ty. The assumption of this disguise 
exposes her to the insults and ad- 
vances of the French soldiery, and 
to save her honour she consents to 
marry one of them from out of the 
ranks. As soon as she is married, 
however, she informs her husband, 
Oscar, the hero of the drama, that 
she can only be his wife by name ; 
and Oscar, who is a gentleman by 
birth, consents, on hearing her rank, 
to be: no other-than an affectionate 
brother to her. He assists her in the 
a of the proscribed brother. 

The second act changes the relative 
positions of the parties. A revolu- 
tionary decree has freed the Countess 
and her brother from the penaltie 
they lay under, and they are saan 
to their estates, 

In the meantime, Oscar, who has 
attained the rank of Colonel, goes 
to the Chateau, and in the disguise 
of a private soldier, claims his wife. 
A scene of great power and original 
effect ensues, in which the hockend 
annuls the marriage contract, and 
departs. The Countess has had se- 
veral opportunities of witnessing her 
husband’s character ; she loves him, 
she forgets her rank and station, and 
elatona her husband, who then throws 
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off his disguise and: rushes into his 
wife’s arms, exclaiming, “ I am a 
colonel, and as fat as rank is concern- 
ed, am worthy to be your husband.” 

The drama is well written, and ad- 
mirably performed; Miss Woolgar 
personated the Countess with much 
feeling. Miss Stanley has a comic 


| part into which she infuses-her own 


rich humour. A song by her with a 
German jodeler is very droll, and 
will become a great favorite. This 
drama is admirably put upon the 
The author is Mr. E. Wilks, 


We hear that a railroad terminus 
has een built at the back of Maiden 
Lane to convey passengers next week 
to London, Birmingham, and Bris- 
tol. Now weare ‘ en train,’ we will 
state that a travelling burletta is in 
the highest state of preparation, and 
is being rehearsed at a ‘ rapid’ rate, 
and the scenery will change in rapid 
succession to the shrill whistle — of 
the prompter. 

Surrey.— Another new nautical 
drama was produced on Monday, 
entitled the Lost Ship, T. P. Cooke 
playing the hero, a sort of Harry 
Halyard, Mrs. Honner the heroine, 
and Mr, Hicks, who has entered up- 
on are-engagement, a black-hearted 
privateer. We cannot perceive any 
improvement in the latter since his 
adjournment from this side of the 
water, the same kind of extravagance 
marking his acting. Some novel and 
effective scenery has been introduced 
in the new drama, in which the pe- 
rils of the deep are fearfully illus- 
trated. Vale and W. Smith both 
have parts, and, altogether, the + piace 
is deserving of attention. E. F. Sa- 
Ville and Hughs have been playing 
together during the past week in the 
drama of Caspar Hauser. 

Vicror1a.— There has been no- 
thing during the present week to call 
for particular notice; but on Mon- 
day next a new debutant from the 
provinces, Mr. Nantz, will make his 
appearance in a new drama, entitled 
Alice Anckland, or the Heart of an 
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English Girl, 
Nantz will be a great acquisition to 
the company, as, besides being the 
author of several melo-dramas, we 
know him to be an actor of consider- 
able judgment and good ability. 

QuerEN’s.—Ondine, one of those 
attractive and imposing spectacles 
for which this little bijou theatre has 
of late been noted, has been produc- 
ed with scenic effects, and a ballet 
divertissement that has well filled 
the house, and done infinite credit to 
the management. Ondine is by no 
means new toa London audience, 
and in putting such a piece on the 
boards of a minor theatre, the lessee 
runs great risk of failure, if only by 
comparison, But we, who have seen 
the piece both at home and abroad, 
have equal pleasure in recommending 
it to the public who frequent the 
Queen's, and in recommending Mr. 
James again to rival other and larger 
houses or—beat them. The opening 
scene, the fishers’ haunt, with a pic- 
turesque view of the Mediterranean, 
was in good style, and Manders soon 
raised a laugh even by that comical 
phiz. of his. A change to the ba- 
saltic cavern beneath the silver mine, 
with the etherial appearance of the 
naiads, and a ‘ grand pas de fascina- 
tion,’ rising of the wateys, and sink- 
ing of Ondine to her fairy home con- 
cluded the first act beautifully and 
artistically, amid repeated plaudits. 
This slight sketch of scenery and 
incident will give an idea of the piece, 
which in addition to the picturesque 
scenery, embraced the talents of 
Parry, Rogers, Wrighten, Lickford, 
Manders, &c. 

In “ Wives by Advertisement,” 
Mr, Reeves acts well;—this young 
man is improving fast. We shall 
see him yet on the boards of a pa- 
tent theatre, 

SADLER’s WELLS.—The spectacle 
called the Cataract of the Ganges was 
revived here on Monday last with its 
original splendour; the stud of 
horses, Jate Mr, Ducrow’s, are intro- 
duced and forms the most prominent 


We anticipate Mr. 





feature in the drama, The scenery 
ef this piece is very splendid as well 
as the dresses; the performers exert 
themselves to the utmost and the 
piece goes off with eclat. The scenes 
in the circle are very good, and the 
jokes of Messrs. Fuller and Louis 
are some of them full of point and 
wit, and contribute very materially 
to the amusing evening’s entertainr 
ment—an evening may be spent here 
most agreeably. 


COUNTRY THEATRICALS. 
From our Correspondents. 
Newsury.—Mr. Montague, the fa- 
ther of Miss Emmeline Montague, 
took his benefit here last week, and 
was most effectively assisted by his 
daughter, with whom the Newbury 
audience was quite delighted. She 
played Juliet, the character in which 

she made her debut at Drury-lane. 

Norruampton, — Miss E, Land 
and Mr. Balls are here starring it for 
the race week ; the houses have been 
but moderately attended. 

Dover.—Although the town is full 
the theatre has been badly attended. 
We regret this the more, the compa- 
ny at the present time being a most 
efficient one, the clever Miss Daven- 
port taking the lead. 

Cur.tenuAM.—Wilson is here do- 
ing wonders. Sivori has a concert 
this week, and the Wizard of the 
North performs for the last time on 
Wednesday. 

Mancugster.—The present season 
at the Theatre Royal promises to be 
a still more brilliant one than the 
past. Mr. Roxby has engaged a host 
of new talent, and the building itself 
has undergone considerable altera~ 
tions for the better. The new en- 
gagements comprise Messrs. Fisher 
and Harrington for the heavy busi- 
ness; Mr. Windham for the juvenile 
tragedy and comedy; Mr. Marshall 
to . the first dancer, assisted by his 
brother and Mr. Webster; Miss Mon- 
tague for the higher walks of tragedy 
and comedy, and Miss Gardner, who 
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is engaged to take what we shall be 


understood in describing as the Ves. | 


tris line of characters. Then there 
are Mdlles. Sinclair, Marshall, Lidia, 
Thomasine, Hunt, and Nicholls to 
give efficiency to the ballet depart- 
ment, which it is the intention of 
Mr. Roxby to make a leading feature 
this season. We have also heard 
that M. le Clerg and his talented fa- 
mily have been engaged to produce 
several new ballets; and that. Mr. 
Head, a tenor singer, of whom re- 
port speaks highly, is amongst the 
new engagements. 


Campripck. — On Monday the 
manager took his annual benefit, on 
which occasion he had the assistance 
of Webster and Celeste: the house 
was not full. Lord and Lady Hard- 
wicke patronised on Tuesday, and 
we were grieved to see the benches so 
ill tenanted. It is to be feared the 
season has been by no means a pro- 
fitable one. 


Norwicu.—The theatre on Satur” 
day night for the benefit of Mrs- 
Fitzwilliams, notwithstanding the ad- 
ditional attraction and novelty o 
Buckstone, was thinly attended in 
the boxes—but well by the frequen- 
ters of the pit, who, to do them jus- 
tice, are the main support of the 
dramain Norwich. On Saturday the 
performances were My tender Charge 
—Snapping Turtles—with Foreign 
Airs and Native Graces. We last 
week described the feeling and tact 
with which Mrs, Fitzwilliams identi- 
fied herself with every character she 
assumes, the imagination with which 
she enriches the outline of the por- 
trait the author intended, the grace, 
ease, aud good taste which she in- 
fuses into everything, while her vi- 
vacity, hunor, not less than her pa- 
thos, each in its turn captivates and 
touches the heart. The corps, gene- 
rally speaking, deserves the highest 
praise. 


To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal. 
Sir,—In your last number I see that 
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a correspondent wishesrfor some in- 
formation respecting the Dramatic 
Institution, Wilson Street, I being 
one of the company, have taken the 
liberty to inform you of the particu- 
lars. Mr. Pym returns to his theatre 
on the 25th inst., where he will be 
very happy to receive new members 
any Wednesday or Saturday evening : 
or he will let the Institution should 
any respectable party wishit. The 
terms of subscription are seven shil- 
lings for every two performances (in- 
cluding dressing) which take place 
every fortnight. The pieces are cast 
and chosen by the lessee according 
to the talent of his company. 

I hope you will insert these par- 
ticulars in your valuable journal for 
the information of your readers, and 
for the benefit of the company, it 
having lately lost several of its mem- 
bers in consequence of their having 
accepted country engagements. 

I remain, &c., 
J. G. Browns. 








STATISTICS OF THE NATIONAL 
THEATRES. 
Concluded. 


On the 23rd June, 1817, John Kem- 
ble retired. He never re appeared, 

Miss O'Neill, who appeared the 
6th October, 1814, was now the 
main support of the theatre. 

There is little more to add. Har- 
ris, jun., succeeded his father ; and 
on the death of John Kemble, Chas. 
with Messrs. Willett and Forbes, as- 
sumed the management.) 6°). 

Afterwards, M, Laporte: enter 
on that arduous ;/ heiwas sue- 
ceeded by Bunn. | Osbaldiston came 
next; then Macready; and lastly 
Madame Vestris..) 98) © ‘# smite 

Of the vicissitudes to which: this 
establishment has been subjected, 
the receipts afford a melancholy: evi- 
dence. ty as 
Season 1809-10, £77,575 6 4. 

1810-11, 98,110 4:3 ; 
1830-31, 42,248: 14.11 
1831-32, 43,318 19 11 
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From the curtain to the front boxes 
of Covent Garden theatre is 63 feet, 
and .it is 50 across the-pit.  It-pos- 
sesses Davenants patent. j 


FREAKS 
OF MUSICAL COMPOSERS. 

Guuvck, in order to excite his imagi- 
nation, composed always in a field, 
exposed to thesun. There, with his 
om and two bottles of Champagne 

y his side, did he write his two 
operas of * Iphigenia, Orpheus, and 

urydice,” and “ The Loves of 
Paris.” 

Sarti, who was of a sombre and 
taciturn disposition, required to be 
alone at night in a large unfurnished 
room, dimly lighted by a solitary 
lamp. His compositions are not 
much admired. 

Cimarosa loved noise, bustle, and 
the friendly chat of his acquaintance, 
He could not bear to be alone. Sur- 
rounded by his friends, he composed 
“Il Matrimonio Segreto,” and the 
“* Horatii.” 

Paesiello also composed in bed. 
He was of a lazy and sleepy disposi- 
tion, but a charming composer. His 
music is of a light and dreamy cha- 
racter. The Barber of Seville, Nina, 
= La Molinara, were all written in 

Zingarelli was of a highly religi- 
ous turn. He read with avidity all 
old Latin divines, and then a few 
hours afterwards composed such 
operas as Phyrrus, and Romeo and 
Juliet, which is his only opera known 
in this country. 

Aufossi, a Neapolitan composer, 
whe died at an early age, and who 
had given hopes of great future ex- 
eellence, could only compose when 
sitting at a table laden with roasted 
fowls, smoking sausages, and all the 
appurtenances of good cheer. 

aydn, when he wished to com- 
pose, always dressed himself with 
the greatest elegance, putting rings 
on his fingers and a gold snuff-box 
by his ‘side, One ring, a diamond 
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of great value, presented to him b 
the King of Prussia, acted, he said, 
as a talisman, as he could never 
compose unless he had that particu- 
lar ring on his finger. 
Gretry composed under the influ- 
ence of sweetmeats and lemonade. 
Rossini cannot bear to hear his 
music played. It is to him as irk- 
some to have to superintena or direct 
his own music. The rapidity with 
which he composed was perfectly 
astonishing, and the most favorite of 
his compositions have been thrown 
off in about two or three weeks, and 
amidst all the bustle, excitement and 
aiety of a bachelor life. LaGazza 
dra was composed in twelve days, 
and William Tell in three months in 
his drawing room, crowded with mu- 
sical professors, actors, and singers, 
with whom the composer alternately 
talked and advised. : 
Meyerbeer is of a melancholy dis- 
sition. The death of several of 
is children has affected his spirits, 
His music is of a sombre and grave 
character. He composes always at 
night in a solitary apartment, and 
when the wind is howling round his 
dwelling, and the rain beating against 
his casement, he gives birth to his 
gloomy ideas. Such are his operas 
of Robert the Devil, and Les Hu- 
genots, ta 
Auber is of a gay and vivacious 
disposition. His music partakes of 
his character, being light, re ful, 
and sparkling. There is a dash of 
impudence about his music, which 
is sure to please,—not much depth 
certainly, but always pretty and joy- 
ous. Auber is himself full of fun 
and mirth, and revels in mirth and 
gaiety. 





Chit Chat. 

Mr. Webster, the spirited lessee of the 
Haymarket, has taken the Liverpool The- 
atre, which he intends shortly to re-oped 
with a very efficient company. 

The Duchess della Victoria, with the 
Donna El‘dia and suite, last week inspect- 
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ed the superb grand piano-fortes mafiu- | ple was most barbarously mudered at this 


factured for the Queen and Infatita of Spain 
by Messrs. Collard, and expressed them- 
selves highly delighted with their magni- 
ficence and splendid tone. 


Miss Rainforth has been appointed prin- 
cipal soprano at the Foundling Hospital, 
vice Miss Birch, who is on the eve of de- 
parting for Germany, where she is engaged 
to sing at several places; her ultimate in- 
tentions are, we believe, the stage, for 
which her brilliant voice is highly calcu- 
lated. 


The English vocalist, Miss Delcy, is 
about to make her debut at Scala, Milan. 
The Figaro, an operatic journal published 
in the city, thus announces the circum- 
stance :—The Sonnambula is to be one of 
the earliest opera at the Scala, in which 
a young lady new to the Italian boards, 
Catarina Delci, will make her first appear- 
ance. She has been pursuing her musical 
dramatic studies for some time past under 
the tuition of the great Pasta; and those 
who know the lady augur most highly of 
her success. A new bass singer, pupil of 
the well-known Triulzi, will also appear 
in the same opera. Several new works are 
promised during the season. De Giali, 
Berrétti, Alboni, and De Bossini are a- 
mong the engagements, 


A most elegant audience attended Sivo- 
ri’s concert’ at Buxton, on Monday morn- 
ing, including the Duke of Devonshire 
and a large party from Chatsworth. The 
same evening the Signor gave a concert 
at Sheffield, which was well attended, and 
the performance went off exceedingly well ; 
Miss S. Novello and Miss Lucombe being 
laudly applauded in their songs, and John 
Parry doing double duty, as usual, while 
Sivori’s solos on the violin, elicited the 
most rapturous applause. 


Theatrical criticism forty yeats ago.— 
On the 5th of October, 1805, a revival of 
of Farquhar'’s comedy, the Constant Cou- 
ple, was advertised for that evening's re- 

resentation at Drury-lane Theatre. Late 
in the afternoon handbills were circulated, 
stating that, in consequence of the sudden 
illness of Mr.’ Elliston, who wasto have 
personated Sic Harry Wildair, the come- 
dy would unavoidably be deferred, and 
She Stoops to Conquer was then substi- 
tuted. The following critique (1) appear. 
ed in a journal called the British Neptune: 
—*Theatré Royal Drury-ldné. Last hight 
Farquhar’s corhedy of the Constant Cou- 





theatre. The lively knight was by Mr. 
Elliston was reduced to 4 dull piece of 
affectation—is was Tom Errand in Beau 
C'incher’s clothes. Clincher was alto- 
gether lost in the hands of Baunister—it 
approached Farquhar as nea'ly as the frog 
resembled the ox in the fable. Miss Mel- 
lon was not thorough!y unpleasant in her 
representation of Angelic: ; but critici m 
has not language severe enongh to depre- 
cate the impertinence of Barrymore pre- 
suming to put himse!f forward in the part 
of Colonel Standard. We are scarcely less 
offended with Dowton’s attempt at Alder- 
man Smuggler—it was only not absolutely 
the worst thing we ever saw.” Elliston, 
Barrymore, Dowton, and Bannister deter- 
mined to be revenged, and commenced a 
prosecution against the old Neptune, 
which would inevitably have brought him 
from his coral palace to the dry floor of 
the Court of Queen’s Bench, but for the 
mercy of the very mortals themselves 
whom he had so deeply injured. The 
prosecution was stayed—a compromise 
was entered into, the proprietors of the 
paper paying, of course, all expences, 
and a supplemental fitty pounds to the 
Drury-lane Theatrical Fund. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

J. Wells.—We cannot insert the poetry ; it 
is not applicable to our work, nor can we 
see any point in it. 

J.M. L.—We cannot tell the age of Miss 
Woolgar; she appears about 18. 

Turpin.—We will search the bills ; we think 
it is 12 years ago. 

A New Subscriber.—We are obliged for the 
compliment; we shall never shrink from 
shewing up such falsities whenever they 
occur, 

X. ¥. Z.—We believe Sherwin was the ori 
ginal Ralph Hempseed. 


All communications for the Editor to be 
forwarded to the Printer, post paid. 
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